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PRIME SEAFOOD, LLC
"Sustainable Seafood for our Best Restaurants"

9814 Kensington Parkway, Kensington, MD 20895

jim@PrimeSeafood.com      www.PrimeSeafood.com    

(Office)  301-949-7778        (Cell)  202-330-9121
November 17, 2012
Mr. Jeff Trandahl, Executive Director

Fish and Wildlife Foundation
1133 Fifteenth Street, NW, Suite 1100

Washington D.C. 20005
Dear Mr. Trandahl,

I suggest that in distributing funds received from the settlement of British Petroleum’s Deepwater Horizon oil blowout announced in the Washington Post this week, consideration be given to recovery of the marine organism whose population while already dangerously close to extinction was the most directly and severely affected by the disaster – the bluefin tuna. I believe the best way to do this is to close the entire Gulf of Mexico to commercial fishing for highly migratory species (HMS) during the period when adult bluefin are using the area for spawning (late April through early June each year) and to pay commercial vessels not to fish in the closed area each year for 10 years until a full recovery of the population to a healthy level can be demonstrated. The amount to be disbursed to each vessel with a demonstrated history of recent landings of HMS species during April through June at ports in the Gulf of Mexico (including Miami) could be based on average net revenue of the fleet during the closure period plus an annual inflation adjustment. The annual allocation of funds (following each year’s closed season) could be made as a lump sum to the Blue Water Fishermen’s Association, which represents all the involved fishing vessel operators. Violators could be sanctioned by suspension of their HMS permits for an appropriate period of time.
North Atlantic bluefin tuna spawn only in the Mediterranean Sea and in the Gulf of Mexico.  They are separate and distinct populations.  The South Atlantic bluefin tuna population was extirpated by commercial fishing in just 10 years (1960-1970) once its spawning area off Brazil was discovered.  The western North Atlantic population spawns each May in the north central Gulf of Mexico.  Its eggs and larvae would thus have been carried by the Loop Current directly into the Deepwater Horizon’s plume of toxic petroleum and toxic dispersants where they would die.  Because of overfishing on this the world’s most valuable fish, the western North Atlantic population - “our” bluefin tuna - has declined in abundance by about 98% since 1960 (for the details, see my website, www.BigMarineFish.com/bluefin.html).  As a result, on May 24, 2010, the Center for Biological Diversity petitioned the federal government to “list” the North Atlantic bluefin as “threatened” or as “endangered” and to protect it under authority of the Endangered Species Act.  If the adult bluefin can be protected where they are concentrated in a relatively small area for spawning, we should be able to reverse the recent succession of poor year class formation thus allowing the population to recover and providing much greater value in increased catch through time for both recreational and commercial fishing interests.  The closure would also reduce mortality of severely depleted Atlantic blue marlin, white marlin, a variety of sea turtles and the great number of other non-targeted marine life which are caught and die particularly during this season on longlines set for the “money fish.”   Accordingly, such a program should have the support of bluewater (HMS) commercial fishermen, offshore sport fishermen, conservationists and the public.
Sincerely,

     /S/
James Chambers
Founder/Owner







